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PREACHING TO THE SPIRITS pentance and salvation, in the. days of Noali.”? Be- 

Ii¥ PRISON. fore the flood, very nearly the whole human race had 

2° The following Explanation of 1 Peter iii 19, 90, js) COMME ted ‘their ways, and had so deeply immersed 
-) = . . . a wile 

from the TarorocicaL Repostrory, published at}... able hope of the mercies. of God beyond the 


The | grave. 


London, 1771, by Dr. Josrru Priestiry. 


author of this piece was Mr. Hanuirr. prospect. but the blackness of darkness forever. The 


time wos, when the day of salvation shone upon them, | 


: “ditore he Theological Repository, . , " 
To the Editors of the Theological Repository | whon they might have repented, and obtained the for- 


| came to release them from their bondage, to redeem 


jand restore them. They were not only imprisoned by 
the strong holds of death, which they could never 


_ themselves into all vignities, that they could have no break throug’ by their own strength, but by the still 


/more galling fetters of sin which they could never re- 


\\ hen the floof Cand, they could bave nqother move. trom which they could devise no possible meth- 


ods to extricate themselves. 


We have now only to shew, in what sense it was that 
our Lord went, and preached to these spirits in prison. 











Grevrirurn, —-| bee leave, through the channe! of 
your very vsefal Lepositery, to offer my mite towards 


elucidating a passage of scripture. which has involved 


eome menof cenvins learning. in the wildest reveries, | 


Thave two reasons for soliciting this favor, TH tam 
wrong, | would thanktally receive information: acd 
iflam richt. | would ireely communicate the result o 
my inqriries fo others, 


; le iad ” Ae 
The passave is, 1 Peter iti. 19. 20.- Hy whch alse, 


Christ wenl and preached wuvlo the spirits m presen, | 


arhich sometime were disobidicnt, when once the lone- 


euf! cringe of God waitid in the deys of “oa'. relrile Ure 
ar! was prepurin 2g. wherein fi “. that is erzht souls, 
were saved bywater.? The apostle, in the preceding 
verse, led the attentien af his converts to the elor: ns 
example of Christ. who “ also hath once enttered tes 
sins. the just for the uninst..that be night bring ms to 


God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by! 
the epieit: Itis added. * hy which also be went, ant! 
By which, that! 


preached unto the spirits in prison.” 
s, by his death and resurveciion, or, as the andstte 
says. * by his being put to death in the flesh. and 
quickened by the spirit, he went aud preached to th: 
spirits in prison.” 


We shall now inguire. who were the spirits in pri- 


mt and ty this purpose. ] think, we need only read a 
predicts of Isaiah, concerning the nmportant conse- 
Yq ty all nations, of the great Messinh’s coming 
wor'd; * Tthe Lord,” says the prophet, speaks 


in the name of Jehovah, “have called thee (Christ) 
aT hteousvess, and will hold thine h . and will 
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant to the people. 
ior a light of the Gentiles; to open the biind eyes, to 
bring ont the prisoners from the prison, and them thai 
Lin darkness from the}. 0u house.’ The spirits in 


yY) 


prison, then, were all the Centiles, and all the Jews 


likewise, who sit in darkness, or who, through fear of 


death, were all their life-time subject to bondage, that 


is, iu short, all the children of men.* The only diffi- 


enlty attending this interpretation, is, that it is after | 


wards said of these prisoners, that ** they were some- 
time disobedient, when once the long-suffering of God 
Waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was pre- 
paring, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
by water.” But this seems to be no more than a fig- 
urative expression, signifying not the same individuals, 
but prisoners of the same kind with that rebellious peo- 
ple, who lived betore the flood, and who were shut up 
inthe gloomy mansions of sin and death, with all the 
terrible judgments of God hanging over their heads.- 
As if the apostle had said, ** Our Lord went and 
preached to those spirits, that is, to those men who 
were prisoners, in the same sense, that all those child- 
ren of disobedience formerly were, when the long-suf- 
fering of God waited, without any effect, for their re- 


—_ 











* That Peter borrowed this mode of expression from 
Isaiah, and that the prophet used it in relation to those 
to whom the gospel should be preached ; see alse 
Chapter Ixi. 1, compared with Luke iv. 18. &e. 

ViGILIvs. 


igiveness of God. — Buit, this time was now no more. — 
ley. having abused all the messages of Divine Grace, | 
an? laughed to scorn that benevolent dispensatiou 
whech was ealeulated to save them, found at last. to | 
ithesr eternal contusion, that they had been sporting | 
wil) their own lives, that there was a God, who judg- 
eth im ihe earth, and that their déstraction was inevi- 
jtubie. The floods, vea, the floods encompassed them, 


‘ 


pans they could find no place of refuge where they 


r 


/micht rest their feet, or look for safety or deliverance, 
_ but despairing. groaning, dying, sunk into the dreary 
prison of the grave. 

In a prison of the same kind were all the chiidren of 
men, when the Sun of Righteousness diffused -the 
iright beams of his heavenly light upom them. (The 

| Geutiles had #9 astonighingly darkened the candle of 
the Lord within them, by their almost incredible su- 
persiitions, and enormous iniquities, that only clouds 


And, this we learn, from the words immediately pre- 
ceding the text, was by his death and resurrection,— 
After these events, Aoring gone forth, asthe poreutheis 
should have heen rendered, that is, having ascended to 
heaven, he, by his apostles, and upon the foundation of 
his victory over the grave, published bis gospel to the 
lame and the blind, and to those that were afar off as 
well as to those that were nigh. His death. in detence 
of that divine religion which he taught, was a proot 
that he himself was fully convinced of the infallible 
truth of all his doctrines : and, his resurrection from 
the dead, was a demonstration, that he was indeed the 
well-beloved of the Father, his authorised messenger, 
-and that the God of ‘Truth was the supreme, original 
| author of that great salvation, which has sounded in 
our ears. By his death and resurrection, therefore, 
he has preached liberty to the captives, opened the 
prison doors which darkened and confined the old 





and shadows could surround them. Plato, indeed, had 
| written so excellently upon the immortality of the soul, 
Pas to please, and in some measure to satisfy those, who 
‘thought deeply upon the subject. But few, very few, 
iof the bulk of mankind, had leisure to examine, or 
| strength of mind enough to perceive the force of his 
| .rruments. And of these few, some of the greatest 
ae be no longer convinced than when they were 
reading his hook. This was the case with Cato, who, 
while he was reading, both admired the wisdom of Pla- 
to, and believed that the dissolution of the body did 
not at all infer the death of the soul. 


did he lay down Plato’s book, than all his doubts and 


Sut, no sooner 





\fearsreturned. Nay, Socrates himself, the master and 


| enide of Plato, and the wonder and luminary of the 
‘heathen world, though he fell a sacrifice to his noble 
| opposition to the reigning superstitions and idolatries of 
his country, yet, when the last scene came to open 
upon him, could not help wavering and giving way to 
many desponding thoughts, and fearfal apprehensions. 
But, except Socrates anda few others, the whole 


Their prospects into futarity were founded upon mere 


conjectures, which, like a dream of the night, might 
make some transient impressions, but must shortly af- 
ter leave them in a state of disconsolate suspense, or 
avovizing despair. Or, if they could have seen farther 
than they did, they were so reprobate in all their ways, 
and lived so universally as if there was no God in the 


bility of a future state, in which they should be called 
to an account, than wished to know that such a state 
wasrenlly intended forthem. And, as tothe Jews, it 


is well known that one sect among them absolutely de- 


so sensual, hypocritical, and soabomivably disobedient 
to the laws of God, that if they at all looked beyond 
the grave, it must have been with Litter anguish, and 
with all those excruciating horrors, which the just 

read of their offended Maker aud Sovereign tended 
to raise. *o thai all mankind might well have been 
described spirt/s wn prison, when the great Messiah 





heathen world was buried in absolute darkness.— | 


world, that they must have rather dreaded the possi- | 


nied a future state, and that all the other sects were | 


world, and called, and assisted the prisoners to come 
forth out of their prison honse. By his death and re- 
| s@frectionhe “has ascertained to us, beyond the possi- 
| bility of deception, that all the good tidings of great 
| joy which the gospel coutains are the messages of God 
| who canuot lie, nor sufier any possible change or sha- 
dow of turning; and that all the promises & threaten- 
|ings, and ail (he terms of acceptance proposed to us in 
‘the gospel, ure likewise divine emanations irom the 
| God of all power, wisdom, mercy, aud love. These 
‘were, accordingly, the grand points upon which all the 
| apostles built the divine authority and infinite impor- 
tance of our holy religion.* If Christ be not rissen, 
‘said they, “ then és our preaching vain, and your faith 
‘is also vain. But Christ is risen from the dead, and 
| become the first fruits of those that sleep :? therefore, 
God was with him, and all the doctrines he taught 
were the great truths of God; and, therefore, we also 
ishall be raised, and shortly appear before his awful 
tribunal, to give an account of the deeds that we have 


\done in the body, when the wicked shail be pun- 
ished with an everlasting destruction, but al! the truly 
| penitent and reformed, crowned with everlasting sal- 
vation. And, indeed, without the death of Christ, we 
cannot think of any other method, by which the divin- 
ity of our religion could have been so fully confirmed to 
us. Forhad he been betore his crucifixion carried up 
visibly into heaven, though the spectators might hence 
assuredly have concluded that he was a person in high 
favor with God, and also that he was the faithful mes- 
| senger of God, yet to the-e who would otherwise have 
| doubted the possibility of a revival from death, nothing 
' but the real resurrection of a real man, who had heen 
really dead, could have wrought a thorough conviction. 


| But the death and resurrection of Christ place every 








| * Agreeably hereto the apostle adds in the 2ist aiid 
(22d verses—“Baplism (the token of our admission to 
| the privileges of Christianity) Coth also now save u: 
|—through, or by means of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ: Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right 
hand of God, angels, and authorities aud powers being 
make subject unto im,” Vicinius. 
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thing upon a sure bottom, and prove all that we can] persons. It is said by the queen to Belshazaar, to qui- 
wish them to prove. We are sure that no being can | et his fears, excited by the hand which wrote on the 
raise from the dead, or restore life to those from whom | wall, ‘+ ‘There is a man in thy kingdom in whom is the 
jt is once taken, but God the author of all being, or] spirit of the holy gods.” The same thing is repeated, 
those who are sent by him, & act immediately underhis| Dan. iv. 8. ix. 18, and v. 14. Now, what did the 
authority and by his power, and we are sure that God| Queen mean by the spirit of the holy gods being in 
would not give his seal to a liar. We are sure, there- /Daniel? With the very same breath she thus ex- 
fore, that christianity is true, and that our Lord, by the | plains herself, ** In the days of thy father light and 
most irresistible arguments at first preached, and is understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, 
still preaching to the spirits in prison; that is, we are was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar 
sure, that the gospel salvation is founded upon the thy father, the king I say, thy father made master of 
most incontestible evidences, even the resurrection of | the magicians, astrologers, chaldeans and sooth-sayers ; 
RATIONALIS, for as much as an excellent spirit, and knowl: dge, and 
understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of 
hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts were found in 
the same Daniel.’? Compare also chap. vi. 3. It is 
evident that by the spirit of the holy gods, is simply 
meant the extraordinary powers which were found in 
Daniel. By a comparison of scripture it thus appears, 
that by the spirit of God being ia persons, is not meant 





{Shrist our Lord from the dead. 
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LETTER VI. 


INQUIRY CONCERNING THE 
PHRASE; SPIRIT OF GOD. 


(Continued from page 74.) 





them. 


Sir,—The general illustration, which has been given | of the spirit of God. 
of the phrases, ** Spirit of the Lord,” and * Spirit of 
God,” will either be confirmed, or its falsehood de- quently about the spirit, than those of persons being 





tected, by considering the various phraseology with | full of, and being filled with the spirit. In Luke i. 15, 


which these two phrases are associated. For exam- | speaking of John Baptist, it is said, ** he shall be filled 
ple, we find the Spirit, or Spirit of God, is said to be with the holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.” 


in persons. It is needless to cite the texts at large in! At verse 41, it is added, ** Elizabeth was filled with’ 


which this phraseology is found, such as, ** the Spirit, the holy Spirit..”. Aud at verse 67, that ** Zacharias 
the Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, and bsty | wie filled with the holy Spirit.” Compare verse 53. 
Spirit, being in persons,” as these texts are introduced | In Luke iv. 1, it is said, ‘* Jesus being full of the boly 
in another place. Our simple inquiry here, is, what is| spirit.°? Of the apostles, it is said, Acts ii. 4, ** They 


meant by the “‘ Spirit of God, being in a person.” If we | were all filled with the holy Spirit.’ And in Acts iv. 
consult Gen. xli. 38, we find Pharaoh speaking of Jo-| 8, that Peter was “ filled with the holy Speeit.?” At! 


seph, says, ‘* Can we find sucha one as this is, a man] verse 31, it is added, ‘* They were all filled with the 
in whom the Spirit of God is.” 


say this was, Joseph had done what all the magicians /*+ full of the holy Spirit..> And at verse 5, we are 


same, unless intimation is given to the contrary b 

some of the inspired writers, they ought to be a 
stood as having the same signification. These modes 
of speaking are used by persons of the same nation to 
each other, by men iuspired with the same spirit, and 
to whom were committed the oracles of God. Ina 
case so evident, I think all will allow, that whatever js 
the sense of the phrase, ‘filled with the spirit of God.» 
used in the days of Moses, it must have the same 
meaning in the New Testament. The precise point of 
inquiry then is, what did Moses mean when he said 
Bezaleel was filled with the spirit of God. Let Moses 
himself inform us. After saying, “1 have called by 
name Bezaleel the .on of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah: And I have filled bim with the spirit 
of God,’ he immediately inforins us of what this fill. 
ing consisted, It is—** in wisdom, and in understand- 
ing, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workman. 
ship, to devise cunuing works, to work in gold and in 





There are few expressions which occur more fre-, 


What led Pharaoh to | holy Spirit.” In Acts vi. 3, Deacons were to be men 


silver, and iu brass, and in cutting of stones, to set 


a person, but the powers with which God endowed | them, aud in carving of timber, to work in all manner 
. But should any doubt about this still remain,|of workmanship.” The passage is repeated, chap. 
we think it must be removed, by considering further’ xxxv. 31—35. See the context of these two passages, 

. . hd e [ = : 
what is said about persons being filled, and being full; aud compare both with chap. xxviii. 3. 


Such is the explanation, which Moses gives of the fill- 
ing of Bezaleel with the spirit of God. ‘That Moses 
did not understand this filling, to be, being filled with 
a person, or the third persou of the Godhead, is very 
obvious. If he understood it beivg filled with wisdom, 
&c. or powers aud qualificatious, to accomplish all the 
work about the tabernacle, by what rule of interpreta- 
tion, are we authorised to explain the very same tan- 
‘guage in the New Testament as meaninga person. It 
is Worthy ci notice, that this lauguage is used, when 
/speaking about the rearing of the tabernecte in the 
wilderness, and the commencement of the New Testa 
ment Church. besides, the language is applied pria- 
| cipally io the persons who were to be employed in the 
work, and in instructing others as their assistants.— 


| Rezaleel being filled with the spimt of God, began to 


bad Egypt could not do; he aa interpreted to Pharach | told that they chose Stephen, ** A man full of faith | work in all manuer of cunuing work,-and the apostles 
his erenms. But the quattion is, what did Pharaoh/|and of the holy Spirit.” Compare verses 8, 10. lu! heine Biied with the ume spirit, e ties to speak with 
mean by this language? Did he mean, that the third, Acts vii. 55, it is said, Stephen * being full of the holy siiuaas tongues as the spirit gave lis utterance. The 
person of the Godhead was in Joseph? | think this | Spirit, looked up stedfastly into heaven.” In Acts ix. | fovenet by this spirit, ncdomgtahat the work which 
very doubtful. It should be remembered that Pharaoh | 17, Ananias was sent to Saul, that he might ** be filled was only a shadow of the good things to come; the late 


wasaheathen. Also, that according to some trinita- j With the holy Spirit.” Of Barnabas it is said, Acts xi. 
rian writers, the Jews ander the Old Testament, did, 24, that he was, * full of the holy Spirit.’ Of Paul, 
not know there were three persons in the Godhead.— } Acts xiii. 9, that he was, ** filled with the holy spirit.” 
In those days the controversy about the triaity was un-} And of the disciples verse 52, it is said, they ** were 
known. Well, what then did Pharaoh mean, for cer- | filled with the holy Spirit.” And Eph. v. 18, chris- 
tainly he attached some meaning to his words, which -tians are exhorted to be “ filled with the Spirit.” 
was well understood by those who heard him. I sub- | ‘These, are all the places in the New Testament, in 
mit it to the candid consideration of every man, wheth- | which such phrases occur. Let us now attempt a 
er, we have not a precise explanation of his meaning, | candid consideration of the meaning conveyed by them. 
in the confession of the magicians on another occasion. |‘That such modes of expression were well understood 
When Moses (Ex. viii. 19,) had made the dust of the | both by speakers and hearers cauuot be well disputed. 
land lice, they say, ‘* This is the finger of God.” |!Jews were the speakers, aud Jews were the hearers. 
ask, do they not simply mean by this expression: “This | No hiut is given, that these were new modes of ex- 
is the power of God ;” or, * This is the hand of God.” | pression, or old phrases which must be understood in a 
That finger of God, and hand of God, are expressions | new sense. The Old Testament, must therefore de- 
which mean the power of God, and that finger of God | termiue the meaning and extent of such phraseology. 
and Spirit of God, are convertable phrases for the same | To it let us apply for an explanation. : 
thing, I shall shew in another place. But shonld we} In Ex. xxxi. 1—6, it is said, ** And the Lord spake 
inquire, what was in Joseph, by which he could do al! | unto Moses saying, see | have called by name Deza- 
lice Be ptopaion: stile syeigyd tg 7. or bel, the son of Uri, the sou of Bur, of the tribe of J u- 
§ oepu. 9 y of Joseph, |} dah; and //ave filled bim with the Spirit of God.”’— 
and compare Acts vii. 9. I presume all understand by | [t ought to be remembered here, that I have already 








receive, is repeatedly called power. 


ter by the same spirit, accowplished the work about 
the body which was Christ. The one wrought about 
‘the pai-crn of things in the heavens, the other, about 
the heavenly things themselves. I]uman power aud 
wisdom, were inadequate to accomplish either, accord: 
inzly God filled men with divine wisdom to accom- 
plish both. 

If these views be correct, we may expect to find 
them confirmed from the New Testament. Let us eX 


Thus we find in Acts ii. 4, what is 


amine and see. 
t,”? is in Luke 


called, being “ filled with the holy Spiri 
xxiv. 49, called * the promise of the Father,” and be- 
ing “endued with power from on high.” This power 
‘rom on high, the apostles were commanded to tarry at 
Jerusalem until they received. What they were to 
Thus it is said, 
Acts i. 8, ** ye shall receive power, after that the holy 
<pirit is come upon you,” and what is im Acts Vie 9 





God, or the Lord being with Joseph, God the Father. shewn, that the phrases, ** Spirit of God,” and ** Holy | 


But in Num. xxvii. 18, we find nearly the same lan- Spirit,’ are used as convertible expressions for the 
guage used by the Lord to Moses concerning Joshua, | same person or thing. Let it be observed then, that it 
as Pharaoh used concernivg Joseph. ‘* And the Lord | is not more certainly and expressly said, that our Lord 
said unto Moses, take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a jor his apostles were filled with the “ Holy Spirit,”’ 
man in whom is the spirit.” By consulting Deut. xxxiv.|than it is said, Bezaleel was filled with the eulell of 
9, which we have noticed in another place, we seethe! God. Ifthe language of the New Testameut writers 


: ane was in him, is called the spirit of wis-{in the above texts, was not invented by thei to suit 


"" es : 
But Dan. v. 11, sheds additional light on both these 
texts concerning Joseph, and Joshua, aud illustrates 





the new dispénsation, it must have been borrowed 
Jrom this very passage, for in uo other text of the Old 


Testament is the sume laneuae : P 
. wNe , ‘ arie « age t be jiounc. ' he 
what the scriptures mean k _— 1 2 ie . ' the same language to be io 

an by the spirit of God being uu, €Xpressions being so similar, or rather being the very 


‘the holy Spirit, included all these gifts w 
-eudued men, on account of which we have 


e i th 
expressed by the phrase, ‘** holy Spirit,”? ism verse 8 


; . sd with 
simply called power. ‘This power, or being filled wi 
id , : ith which God 


1 Cor. ii. 


; el- 
and in other places, which passages we shall aft 


wards consider. 

In some of the places in the New 
filling of the holy Spirit, is said to have 
the laying on of the apostle’s hands. 
uot appear to have been peculiar tot 
sation, for something like this appears to have ar 
done under the law by Moses. ‘Thus it is said, mn 
xxxiv. 9, ** And Joshua the son of Nun was full A 
sprit of wisdom ; for Moses had laid his bands up? 
him.”? 


‘Testament, this 
been given by 
Even this does 
he gospel dispe? 


MukpRos- 





] am yours, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | the road. He actually‘needs information to prevent his 


getting out of the way. Now if we offer to describe the 
road to the child, that is offerng him information, and 
said seca God, is he which cometh down from | that does bim no good at all ; for he knows no more 
and giveth life unto the world. about the road than he did before. Butif we actual- 
ly describe the road to the child, that is giving him in- 

formation, and that is what he needs. i 
Mankind are represented as dead. Now, who, by 
offering adead man life, could raise him from the 
dead? God represents the whole bouse of Israel as 
dead, and in their graves; and promises, “J will put 
ny spirit in you, and ye shall live ; and I will brine 
you forth out of your graves,” &c. He did not tell 
Ezekiel to go to the valley of dry bones, and offer them 
his Spirit, if they were a mind to have it, and give 
them leave to come forth out of their graves if 
they pleased. What power had these dry bones to 
avail themselves of such an offer? Why none at all. 





REMARKS ON JOHN VI. 33. 


heaven, 
To see this subject in its true light, the first thing 
necessary, is to ascertain what this bread of God is, — 
To this inquiry our Saviour makes the following reply : 
«] am the living bread which came down from heay- 
ep. Ifany mau eat of this bread, he shall live forever; 
and the bread that 1 will give is my flesh, which I will] 
give for the life of the world.” ™ lhe Jews, there- 
fore strove amongst themselves, saying, how can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” ‘* Then Jesus said un- 
to them, verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye eat 
the flesh of the Sou of Man and drink his blood ye have 
no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day: for my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood, dwelieth in me,and lin him. As 
the living Father bath sent me, and I live by ee would it have done?) Why just as much good as it 
ther, so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. | does for Minist 0 Pp x 
. eng, ; ed an or Ministers to offer life to mankind now; and 
This is that bread as hich came down from wtpeagsee | that is just no good atall. He might hove stood there 
The question now arises, must we eat the literal | sin this time. and made his offers aid the bones would 
flesh, and drink the literal blood of the man Christ Je- henve laie Prat os tone f H indiff 
: ap Mee nie slong, perfectly indifferent to the 
sus, in order to obtain eternal life : 7 o this question, | suasion of his eloquence. But when the word of God 
Jesus answers, “It is the Spirit that quickeneth: the \came, there was a shaking iv the valley, and the 
flesh profiteth nothing : the words toms 3 speak unto! dead revived; and wherever the doctrine of Jesus 
you, they are spiri:, and they are life.” “ e now have /comes, it is the spirit of life to the dead. All that the 
the answer sought: that it is his doctrine, the words prophet had to do, was to pronounce God’s word, and 
that he spake, that gives life conte the world, and not the work was done. He had_ nothing to do with of- 
his literal flesh aud blood. Ihe bread of God, then, | fers , andthe Ministers of the New Testament bave 
which came down from heaven, and giveth life unto ! nothing to do with offers. It is their duty to publish 
the world, is the doctrine which Jesus taught. | the doctrine of Jesus. This is the living bread, that 
The vext thing we shall notice is the particular | came down from heaven ; this is spirit ; this is life ; it 
characteristic of this doctrine, expressed by the phrase | communicates life wherever it goes, 
“eiveth life unto the world.” — Carefully mark bere,’ Bur, says the objector, is this life. to be forced upon 
the diflereace betwixt a doctrine that gvres life, and & jyankind, in violation of all théit powers of moral agen- 
doctrine that effirs iife. A doctrine inay offer life to|ey? what if some will not have this bread of God? 
the world to all eterniiy, and yet ihe world have no! what shall we do in that case? “ But shall the work 
life after all. Bat ita doctrine girs life to the world, | say of him that made it, he made me not? Shall the 
the world will certainly be made alive by it; other-| thing framed say of him that framed it, he hath no vn- 
wise there is no propriety in saying, that it giveth life derstanding?” Has the Infinitely Wise had the im- 
tothe world. What propriety would there be in say- | prudence to make an agency he cannot govern ? No: 
ing, a thing bad life, that was actually dead? and isit}+* The heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord; as 
not equally absurd to say, that you have givena thing | the rivers of water, he turneth it whithersoever he 
Does not our text say, that the bread of God 


—~~ 


will give you life, and bring you forth out of your 
graves.’? Suppose Ezekiel had taken it into his head, 
to go and offer life to these dry bones? 





i 
‘ 


life that is destitute of it? But, says an objector, can-! wij},” 


Therefore God promises, “I will put my spirit in you, | refreshing quality in it. 
; you no good. 
‘little stream of living water. The dying spark of life 
What good | rekindles, and beams on his countenance the radience 
‘of joyful hope. I go to this man and ask him, does it 
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| te provision which gives him a relish for it, and witl- 
out which it is no provision at all tohim. Now you 
bogs an agreeable relish to this provision, and would it 
violate a hungry man’s agency to partake of it? No. 
Weill ‘the bread of God is he which cometh down 
| from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” Then 
whatever is necessary to the life of the world, is con- 
, tained in this doctrine, and that makes a fulness; but 
it is perfect nonsense, to talk about a fulness when 
‘there isa want. Ifwe need any more illustration of 
| this point, we are amply provided from scripture.— 
| The prophet says of the Redeemer, ‘ He shall be as 
rivers of water in adry place.” A man wanders on 
the deserts of Arahia from day to day, and finds no 
cooling stream to moisten his parched tongue. I ask 


| bim, why don’t you drink of the burning sand that lies 


about your feet in oceans wide: there is enough of it, 
why not drink of that?) Oh! he answers, there is no 


Very well; then it will do 


Ile travels on. At length he finds a 


‘not violate your agency to drink of this pleasant 


‘stream? Ohno, he replies, | am impatient to partake 


of it. Why? Because it imparts the refreshment which 
my nature craves: a goodreasontruly. And such, 
kind reader, is Jesus: such is his doctrine, to the lost 
sinner, wandering up aud down ina dry and thirsty 
land, where no water is. 

Again, says the prophet, *“‘He shall be as the shadow 
of a great rock ina weary land.” On yielding sand, 
under a vertical sun, the weary traveller pursues his 
journey, panting for some sweet and wholesome air, til! 
nature faints; when lo! a ceoling shade rises to hie 
view. Now will it not violate this man’s agency, to 
go and sit down there and refresh? No; Why? be- 
cause it gives him just what he wants. And for the 
very same reason, it will not violate the agency of 
the sinner to receive the bread of life, because it sup- 
plies his wants: gives him just what he craves. Jess 
says, ** I] am the bread of life; he that eateth of this 
bread shall never die.” What hungry sou! does not 
say, ** Lord evermore give us this bread?” Itis the 
benefit, that the doctrine of Jesus is to the sinner, that 
prepares him to receive it with joy: it is want that 
makes the bread of life welcome to the soul. While 











plenty lasted, the prodigal rioted in a foreign land, for- 


'getful of his Father’s house. But when poverty over- 


not a thivg be given unless it is actually received ?-— | is he which cometh down {rom heaven, and giveth (;,9, him, and want stared him in the face, he came to 


Ifa thing is given, it necessarily sup- | jife unto the world? Yes: But could this doctrine 
What sense would give lie to the world if there was any obstacle in the 


We answer no: 
poses that the thing is received. 


there be iu saying you had given a mau ten dollars, if: way, that prevented the subject from receiving it ?— | 


you had the very identical ten dollars in your pocket? No, Well then, this doctrine which gives life, pre- 
You could say, perhaps, with propriety, that you had “pares the subject to receive it. This is one of the ef- 
offered him ten dollars, but you could not truly say fects of this doctrine. It is included in the gift of life. 
you had given him so much unless he had received it. | The doctrine that gives him life, gives him a disposi. 
The act of receiving is what constitutes the difference} tion to have it. 

betwixt giving and offering; and it seems easy tosee, ‘There are a great many people who tell us that 
that there is a very essential difference. To give isto there is a fulness in the provisions of the gospel for 
impart; but we sometimes offer that which nobody the salvation of sinners, but they will not receive it; 
it with neglect and contempt, and so perish after 


Willhave. When the Lord God was pleased to form treat 
But what propriety is there in saying, that there 


Adam of the dust of the earth, it appears that his body all. ' y a] 
Was constituted in every part, but there was no life isa fulness in the provisions of the gospel, for the - - 
init. And the Lord God breathed into his nostrils vation of sinners, if it is not sufficient to save them ?— 
the breath of life; gave it life ; imparted it; breathed | Do I need a disposition to receive what the ones ~ 
it into his nostrils. What was the consequence? Man | provided for me : and is tape nothing in ne gos 
became a living soul; was made alive by it; became to give me that disposition : then there is not a fulness 


aliving creature. Now this is the effect of giving | in its provisions > one ee were were: 
life. But suppose, that instead of giving life to this | my salvation 1s enprenicen St. % 
se, Stee Bivins f the gospel for my salvation, there 


body, God had offered it life. What then? Why he | in the provisions o it; if there is a waut there 
might have offered it life till this time, and that is is nothing wanting to — , gi a = a ts 
all the good it would have done. The bread of God isnot afulness. ‘To indu visite “sgh ibs pio 
ishe which cometh down from heaven and gireth life will suppose @ hungry rit kee “gee, him 
unto the world ; does not offer it; it gives, communi- | stands a table loaded with pré ; 


: is ater? Wh 
i AY , sh—he declines—what 1s the matter: y 
cates, imparts life to the world. We understand the to refres watts ehiek be lace Be 


. ; : . : is nothin 
nature of this subject in relation to any thing else. — there 1s 4 say this man’s wants were all provided 





Now could you 
What is lacking ? 


Suppose we were about to send a child to some place, | 
: ; _ athe ail > 7 
more or less remote. ‘The child is unacquainted with’ for: No. 


Why, that quality in! 


himself, and said, | will—lI will, what? This sounds 
very little like violated agency ; one would thiuk this 
was a Free-willer. But what do you will todo? 1 
will go home; ‘I will arise and go to my Father.”— 
Very well, go. But will you tell us what made you 
willing? You were not willing to stay at home when 
you were there ; yoa forsook your father’s house, fled 
to a foreign laud, and there spent your living in rivt 
and debauchery; and now, all at once, you are wil- 
ling to go home. What has produced sucha change 
in your mind? What makes you willing to return ?— 
Hear his answer, *“*In my Father's house, there is 
bread enough, and to spare, and I am perishing with 
hunger.” Reader, do you wonder he was willing to 
zo home? Jesus says, ** 1 am the bread of life.” How 
sweet is bread toa starving man! how willingly he 
receives it! Such is the doctrine of Jesus tothe want- 
ing sioner. From these few examples, exhibiting the 
nature of Christ’s doctrine, the reader, perhaps, will 
be able to see, that it can give life to the world, and 
uot at all infringe upon the moral agency of mankind ; 
because, in giving them life, it gives them just what 
they want; just what they feel the need of, and there- 
fore. just what they choose to have. Did the gospel 
require men to receive that which did them po good, 
well might we expect they would be opposed to it. — 
But when it presents nothing that their circumstances 
do pot require, that is not in itself desirable, they will 
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be willing enough to receive it. 
terest in any thinz, they will attend to it cheerfully. | 


Who ever thonght of compelling a hungry man to eat? | 
It is promised, that the mountain of the Lord’s house 





—_——_- 





If men see their in-!the fervent prayers which were offered, afforded con- | ing on yor, a little while, to see i: you will 
vincing proof, that the unvarnished gospel of God our) turn unto Him; but if you turn not speedi 


Saviour was a welcome theme, even to those whose 
ears, in time past, have been turned away from the 


shall be established above the tops of the mountains,} truth, and have been turned unto fables. The folly 


and exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow 


of all attempts to placate the wrath of a God of un- 


unto it. No such thing as driving, or compelling them ; | changeable love, and, by religious sacrifices and servi- 
for they flow of their own accord; and why? Because | ces to induce him to be gracious, and thus to reconcile 
in this mountain, God says, *‘ 1 will make unto all) him to the sinner, as a substitute for being recenciled 


people a feast of fat things.’’ All this is perfectly natu- 
ral; yet,bow often is it contended,that sinners will not 
have what God bas provided for them. But if a man, 


} 


‘ . . . . 
‘to him, was presented in so clear and convincing a 


light, that it is believed none could avoid seeing, that 


3) 


ithe common doctrine of atonement, and reconciliation, 


of his own bounty, were to spread a table of fat things ‘is not the truth, bat a mere fable; even one of those 


on the deserts of Arabia, is there any doubt that the: 
miserable inhabitants of the dreary waste, would flow 

Will 
what then, is the reason thatall the sons ¢: 


unto it from.every quarter ? it be asked here, | 
want are 
i1ot supplied ? 
‘happen, that so many are perishing with hunger, when 
this bread is before them? 
take of it? The true answer,we think, is, the bread of! 


If this reasoning is correct, how does it 


Why do they not now par- 


God is not given to them ; it is offered; or, if it is giv- | uot joy and peace in believing ? 


en, it has been offered so long, that they dare not re- | 
ceive it asa gift. 
their hand, to buy it ; 
their money for that which is not bread, and labouring 
for that which satisfieth not ; and refuse to hearken to 
(tod. and eat that which is good, and allow their suuls 
to delight themse!tves in fatness.’ For, says the Apos- 
tle, ** Ii our gospel be hid. it is hid to them that are 
in Whom the god of this world hath blinded their 
eyes, lest the light of the glorious gospel should shine 
unto them.” And will not the same cause always 
produce the same effect? says the objector. 


and thus they are * spending | 


» | 
lost 3 


No; for’ 
God promises, that, ‘tin this mountain,” the same 
mountain where he makes a feast for all people, ** he 
will destroy the face of the covering that is spread over} 
all natious, and the vei! that is on their hearts.*?— 
Then every shade of haman blindness shall flee, dark- 
ness and error shall be kuown the 
clear light of divine truth, mankind ‘shall see and 
flow together.” 


no more; but in 
** They shall be abundantly satisced 
with the fatness of God's house; he will make them 
to drink of the river of his pleasures.” 

Reader, would you be made alive by the bread of 
God? 
the traditions of men. 


then receive the doctrine of Jesus, and reject 
It is not your minister, you: 
creed, or your professions, that cau give you life ; ‘*for 
except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink 

his blood, (or receive his doctrine.) ye have no life in | 
you. This is the living bread, that came down from | 
heaven, and giveth life to the world. lle that eateth | 
of this bread shall live forever.” HARRINGTON, | 
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PRANKLIN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

Agreeably to adjournment, the Franklin Associatior. 
convened vat Br. Fuizorn CHAMBERLAIN’S in Bernards- 
ton, on Wednesday, the 20th day of Oct. inst. 

The divine influence, direction and biessing, were 
invoked on the Association during the present session, 
in pertinent and devout prayer, by Br. Lemuel Willis. 

Choice was made of Br. David Ballou for Moderator, 
and Br. Jobn Brooks for Clerk. 

Three discourses were delivered, from the following 
texts, and in the following order. 

1. By Br. Wiliis, from Col. i. 13, ** Who hath de- 
livered us from the power of darkness, and hath trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” 

2. By Br. Hosea Ballou, from 2 Cor. vy. 20, last 
clause, ** Be ye reconciled to God.” 


2 


i ao! . . 
_God’s dear Son, on that happy occasion. 


‘being otherwise compensated for it? A 


fables to which people turn, when they turn away 
trom the truth. It is therefore devoutly hoped, that 
there were some, who, by the foolishnesss of preaching, 
(the simple truth) were delivered trom the power ot 
darkness, and were translated into the kingdom of 


Did net our 


jheart buro within us. when they talked with us, and 


enabled us to understand the scriptures? Was there 


how | love thy law? Did we not feel, that in keep- 


They come with ready money in!ing the commandments of God there is great reward, 


aud that it is preposterous to suppose we have need of 
thousand 
blessings rest on our brethren, for the good they were 


instrumental in imparting to us through the ministra- | 
tion of the word. A 


God our Saviour, for the favorable opportunity eujoy- 
ed to hear the good news of salvation from the lips ot 
our faithful brethren in the ministry, especially from 
our long-tried, devoted, 
wto delivered the 


worthy and beloved brother, 
We trust our 
venerable brother is realizing the truth of the declara- 


second discourse. 


tion, ** He that goeti forth and weepeth, bearing pre- | 


cious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicine. 


bringing his sheaves with him. Brothers, in the 
ministry of the glorious gospel. let us zealou.\s be ree 
vere in our labors, trusting in the Lord of the b:xvest ; 
jor in due time we shall reap if we faint not. M ty it 
please our geacions Lord and King, to multiply truth, | 
and peace, and love, through our ministr-, to many | 


lost aud famishing souls. 


Voted, by the Association, to invite all the Univer- 

salian Societies in this region, to send one or more de! 

[The 

several societies are, accordingly, requesied to attend 
to this subject. ] 


egates,each,to our next aud all future meetings. 


Footed, to comply with a request from Orson Flage 


re, | 
lsrael Lawton, A. B. Childs, and Judah Moore, a com- | 


mittee in behalf of theUniversalist Society in Wilming- 


tou, and to hold our next meeting in that place: Ac- 


cordingly adjotrned, to meet again at Wilmington, Vt. 


ui the third Wednesday in October next. 
Jonn Brooks, Clerk. 


Bernardston, Mass. Oct. 22, 1824. 
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SPECIMEN OF ANCIENT PREACHING. 
icWe present our readers with the f llowing speci- 
men of preaching in former times. It is from Wr. 
Potters Sermons lo young people, delivered in Enfield, 
(Mass.) in 1771. | 
My fellow Youth, it is matter of sore lamentation, 
that the most of you appear to live without God in the 
world! Well may the Lord say, Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earti'! I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled against me. It is 
apparently the character of the most of you, that you 
are utter strangers to that important change of Regen- 
eration, that our Saviour expressly insists upon ; and 
ii you die in this unregenerate state, you must be for- 





3. By Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. from 2 Tim. iv. 4, **.And 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables.” 

The intense attention manifested by the audience, 
to the several discourses which were delivered, and to 


ever excluded the blessings of his kingdom. O how 
‘dreadful will that be! Now you are the mark that 
God has set up, and all his woes are pointed at you! 
jnot one promise for you! but God is every where 
(threatening to destroy you; His patience is only wait- 


Could we not say, O| 


thousand thanks be rendered to! 


on 


repent and 
ly, he wil} 
You, as he 
than you: 
ct, every mo. 
. miserable pum. 
inhance each other's tor- 


| soon begin to execute his fierce wrath upon 
has done upon many who were less sinners 
| they are bow roaring in heli; and expe 
ment, when you will come to join theiry 
ber, that you may mutually 
ments. ; 
But tell me, tell me, O my young friends 
| dwell with devouring fire? Can you dwell with on 

| lasting burnings’ Can you make your bed in hell a 
a an you lie down in the lake that burns with fire ‘ie 
| brimstone, and be wrapped in sheets of fame? Ca 
lyon drink the cup of Jehovab’s wrath? ( an you as 
| dure the eterna! storm ef his vengeance? Can a“ 
{howl and roar with deviis to all eternity? Phot if 
| you die unregeverate, you must. ‘Vhie shall ve Bate 
hand, saith the Lord, ye shall lie down in sor. 

And what kind of sorrows will these be? no 
sorrows like the sorrows of the damned, who sorrow 
without hope! ‘bhere God wit! pour ont the full Vials 
fof bis wrath upon you ; but what will this wrath be? 
jit will be the wrath of Almighty Ged: such wrath as 
jan Ommipotent Jelovah, is able to inflict!) Think. o 
think, what was his wrath upon the eld world,—npon 
sodom— upon I gy} t— upon the troops of Korah—upon 
| Wathan and Abivam? and what wae his wrath upen 
lis own Son, for your sakes? And what do you think 
lit will be upon you who despise and crucity afresh the 
{dear Lamb of God? Is not the Lord saying to you as 
he said to sinners of old, | will tread you in mine an- 
ger, and will trample you in my i ry and your bleed 
shali be sprinkled upon my garments, and | will staip 
fall my 





Can you 


at my 
row. 





raiment jo vou, he savs, Can thine heart 


J end tre. or can thine hauds be strong, in the days that 
| J shall deal with thee: if | whet roy glittertg sword, 
,aae mine hand take hold oo judg « nt, | will render 
i Vengeance to mine enemies, and reward them that 


thate me. 
{ 


(Te be concluded in ovr next.) 
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MARELRD IN THES CITY, 

Rev. Sebastian Streeter, Mr. Edward Pur- 
i blizabeth N. Viteman. Nir. 
Grant to Miss Na cv Moses. Nir, Morrison 


fto Miss Olive Pitman. 5 t.dward Hal! to Miss Mary 


By the 
heck to Miss ‘Ipheus 


lias 
Dove. i! 


MI. Ainblard. 


Ry Res. Ve. 
| Maria S. Hall. 


' 


ry “Swi 


Mr. Gilbert Nurse to Mise 


iaikman, 


by Rev Nir. Siar, Vir. Newell Martin to Miss Han- 


nah hii 13 


Ev Rew. Mr. Lowe!!, Mr. Josiah Patchelder, of Bil- 
kk rica to Miss () Wwe ~iudse th i YOM. oft eoston. 
In Cambridge, by Rev. Vir. }\ hittemore, Mir. Charles 


Tufts, of Smithfield, . 1. to Miss Sephia Hunuewell. 


DIR IN PHES CHPY, 


Mr. William Putten, aged 23 years. Miss Mary 
ridve, Co. Mrs. Eliza J. Ring. “wife of Mr. Nathan 
8.42. Mr. Timothy ‘arren, 68. Mr. Jonathan B. 

Lane, 21. Mrs. Abignit Thaver, 42. Mr. Edward 


Crook, 74. 


Sarauh Harrts. Jolin Holland. 
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iitz-A letter was put into our box at the Posi-Office, 

addressed to Mr. Wom. Chapman, in care of Rev. Mr. 

Bowen. tf not called tor soon, it will be returned lo 
the Post-Cfiice. 

Pee 

(c>* For Sale at this Otfice, and at the Pockstores 

in this City--a work on FINAL RSI ORATION de- 


: . ° ; oe rice 25 
monstrated trom the Scriptures ol iruth. Price 
cents. 
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by Rev. Mr. Paton, Mr. Chartes Phelps to Miss Ma © 
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